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Kumig_g Chemlcal Womka/Sodiuu Bicarbonate Production

The plant was located on the outskirts of Kunming im the Ma-Kal-Tze
section. The main item of production wes sodium bicarbonate. In 1945~
1946, production averaged anly one tom/momth. Maximum output, assuwiug

a 24 hour work-day; would be about three ton-/non'bh. We produced sedium
bicarbonate by procouing sodium sulfete according to the Le Blanc process.
Sodium sulfate was extracted from & mine about 100 miles from Xunming.
During World War II the US Army was the principal consumer. Inm 1946,

the chief consumers were Kunming soap manufacturers who picked up the
material at the plant in thelr owm trucks. Plaat persounel comsisted

of approximately 4O workers snd two or three professional engimeere,

Sulfurie Acid Production

We sometimes produced small gquantities of sulfuric acid by the Chamber
process to use in the plent for miscellameocus uases such as laboratery
testing. The plant was capable of preoducing spproximately one ton/dayv.

De Chen Enterprises

The Kurming Chemical Works were cwmed by the Da Chen Enterprises with

“headquarters in Kumming. Ds Chen cperated several other plants in the

Kunming ares including a flour plant. I have no other information on
Da Chen.

There wers several other industrial plants in the Ma-Kail-Tze section of

Kunming, in addition to the Kunming Chemical Works. sn eleetrical 50X1
powsr plant and a manufacturer of electric parts, bu ve no further details,
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